Reflective Assignment #1
Assignment Template (approximately 200 words – to be completed individually)
1. How has your sense of who you are been shaped by your environment (social institutions) and various ideological beliefs?
Social institutions can be defined as established areas within our society that serves a given purpose in organization of a society (Arcaro et al., 2011). When I was born, I was introduced to religion as a way of making sure I get to know God who makes us exist. I was then introduced to schooling so that in the future I will pick on a career of my choice. In essence, these two social institutions define who we become in society. Although one’s identity is innate that is we are born with it these social institutions play a pivotal role in defining our identity. Further, the aspect of ideology touches every aspect of our lives. What we believe in defines us. Ideology has been operating beneath my consciousness and awareness making me understand what I stand for in life.
1. How is your identity connected to characteristics of global citizenship?
A global citizen is someone who understands the wider world and takes their place in the so-called wider world (Arcaro et al., 2011). During our ancestor’s time, they got information through a limited space; they were not affected by what was happening beyond them. In our era, the world has become a global village. What happens in the world affects our social life. The emergence of technology for instance has broadened my social life. I have friends from all over the world. We share ideas and our stands on different issues affecting the world. This way my identity is connected to global citizenship.

1. Is your identity dependent on others?  Is it connected to other people, groups and cultures, close and abroad?  How so?
  	As noted, global citizenship affects our social life. Something happening abroad in the modern world in most cases affects our ideologies and if our ideologies are affected then our identity is also affected in equal measure. Although my identity is innate, there are external factors that affect it. Change of educational views on various aspects, religion changes, technological growth manipulate my identity.
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